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Officials fear
vengeance 
fueling fire spree

Early-morning fires damaged
three Concord-area government
centers Thursday, and authorities
were seeking an arsonist with a
grudge against the justice system.

An arson last month at another
Contra Costa County courthouse
remained unsolved.

Fire district crews, including
Capt. Doug Tegner (above) of
Contra Costa, battled flames at
Concord’s city hall, where several
original Ansel Adams prints were
stored. The prints apparently
were removed undamaged.  
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Farrakhan
issues call
for action

Nation of Islam
leader Louis Farrakhan
visited a San Francisco
church Wednesday to
rally support for his
Million Man March on
Washington.
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Russell Smith, 15, reaps the
rewards of rising early in the day,
catching a morning curl at Steamer’s
Lane off Santa Cruz. Smith says he
surfs every morning of the year, and
hopes to compete professionally
someday. 

The treasured stretch of
water has such prominence
among shredders that a
statue of a surfer stands on
the beach, and the Surfing
Museum was created in

Santa Cruz in 1986. The shrine, built
in an old lighthouse, attracted 50,000
visitors in its first year and continues
to draw surfing’s faithful.

PHOTO BY MORTEN UGLUM, OF AFTENPOSTEN, NORWAY

(Canon EOS•DCS5)

It’s that new
Cowboy, Deion,
with the catch 
of the day 

Deion Sanders plays with his
18-month-old son, Deion Jr., at
Texas Stadium on Monday.
Sanders was attending a press
conference to announce his
seven-year contract with the
Dallas Cowboys, ending weeks 
of speculation. His contract is
worth $35 million and includes 
a $12 million signing bonus.
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Theatrical
protesters 
hammer vote
by UC regents

UC Berkeley’s Sproul
Plaza, historically a site of
campus turbulence,
provided a stage
Wednesday for students
protesting the UC
Board of Regents’
decision to scrap
affirmative action
programs.

As a small lunchtime
crowd watched,
members of Diversity In
Action, masquerading as
regents, donned paper-
plate masks and smashed
cardboard blocks
representing equal-
opportunity programs. 

The board voted in July
to end racial and gender
preferences in admission,
hiring and contracting.
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Painting a city’s
portrait with
disk and drive

The project was very brief, but at
the same time immense.

A team of photographers spent a
hurried 24 hours in San Francisco,
looking for passing moments and
enduring conditions that would

define the city.
And they did 
it without a
single frame 
of film. 

This was 
a technical
exercise that
allowed the
eight photo-
graphers and

six photo editors to use the latest in
computers, electronic cameras and
digital imaging software.

It was also a documentary project
that produced a rich collection of
stories about a singular American 
city and its people.  

“DIGITAL CITY” IS THE SECOND SECTION
OF THIS NEWSPAPER.
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Fabled waters have the
stuff of surfer memories
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